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CHAPTER  Y. 

SPIRITUAL    GIFTS. 


THE  ENUMESATIOX  OF  SPIRITUAL  GIFTS— THEIR  DISTRIBUTION  IN 
THE  CHURCH— THE  GIFT  OF  REVELATION— THE  GIFT  OF  PROPHECY 
—THE  GIFT  OF  TRANSLATING  LANGUAGES— THE  SEER'S  GIFT,  OR 
THE  GIFT  OF  SEEING  AYITH  THE  URIM  AND  THUMMIM— THE  GIFT 
OF  VISIONS  AMD  DREAMS— NO  RESEMBLANCE  BETWEEN  THE  RELI- 
GION OF  THE  BIBLE  A^^D  THAT  OF  MODERN  CHRISTENDOM. 

1.— SPIRITUAL  GIFTS  are  those  blessings  given  by  the  Holj  Spirit  to 
all  who  are  made  partakers  of  it.  Whenever  the  Holy  Ghost  takes  up  its 
residence  in  a  person,  it  not  only  cleanses,  sanctifies,  and  puriCts  hiai,  ia 
proportion  as  he  yields  himself  to  its  influence,  but  also  inipaits  to  him  som® 
gift,  intended  for  the  benefit  of  himself  and  others.  No  one  who  has  been 
born  of  the  Spirit,  and  who  remains  sufficiently  faithful,  is  left  destitute  of 
a  Spiritual  Gift.  A  person  who  is  without  a  Spiritual  Gift,  has  not  the 
Spirit  of  God  d»Aelling  in  him,  in  a  sufficient  degree,  to  save  him;  he  cannot 
be  called  a  S<iiut,  or  a  child  of  God  ;  for  all  Saints  who  constitute  the  Cluu'ch 
of  Cin-ist,  are  baptized  into  the  same  Spirit ;  and  each  one,  without  anj 
exception,  is  made  a  partaker  of  some  Spiritual  Gift. 

2. — Spiritual  Gifts,  imparted  to  the  Church,  are  very  numerous,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  following  :  Ttevelations  and  prophecies  ;  trans- 
lations of  sacred  writings  from  foreign  and  unknown  languages  ;  seeing  by 
the  Urim  and  Thumniim,  or  a  Seer's  gift ;  visions,  dreams,  and  the  interpre- 
tation of  dreams ;  the  discerning  of  spirits  and  angels ;  power  over  devils 
and  wicked  spirits ;  power  to  counteract  deadly  poisons,  quench  the  viuience 
of  fire,  and  shut  the  mouths  of  ierocions  beasts;  power  over  trees,  mountains, 
earth,  air,  and  water  ;  power  to  heal  the  sick,  lame,  blind,  deaf,  and  dumb; 
to  smite  the  wicked  with  plagues,  famines,  and  death;  to  speak  wiih  ne\T 
tongues,  or  interpret  the  same  ;  to  woik  mighty  miracles,  raise  the  d( ad,  or 
be  translated  from  earth  to  heaven.  All  these,  and  many  others  too  numer- 
ous to  mention,  are  the  gifts  of  God  to  the  Church,  through  the  operation 
and  power  of  the  Holy  Gho^t,  shed  forth  upon  the  members  thereof. 

o. — Each  member  does  not  receive  all  these  gifts  ;  but  they  are  distribu- 
ted through  the  whole  body,  according  to  the  will  and  wisdom  of  the  Spirit. 
To  some  is  given  one,  and  to  some,  another  :  some  receive  small  gifts  :  othera 
great  ones  :  one  member  may  have  only  one  gift  ;  another  may  have  many: 
one  may  have  pir.ver  to  speak  in  the  various  languages  of  the  nations  ;  aa- 
other  may  have  a  gift  to  interpret  them  :  one  may  have  a  gift  to  heal  the 
si''k,  but  have  no  gift  of  faith  to  be  healed,  when  he  himself  is  sick  :  som« 
may  have  power  to  heal  the  sick,  but  have   no   power  to  work  miracles,  suck 
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as  controlling  the  elements  or  laws  of  nature  :  some  may  have  power  to  per- 
form great  miracles,  but  have  no  power  to  see  visions,  or  di^ceru  spirits  : 
some  may  be  filled  with  the  gift  of  prophecy,  but  have  no  gift  to  see  in  th« 
Urim  and  Thummim  :  others  may  have  the  gift  of  a  Seer,  but  have  no  gift  to 
speak  with  tongues  or  perform  miracles.  Sorwe  may  have  all  these  gifts  be- 
stowed upon  them,  so  as  to  understand  them  all,  and  be  prepared  to  detect 
any  spurious  gifts,  and  to  preside  over  the  whole  body  of  the  church,  that  all 
may  be  benefited.  These  Spiritual  Gifts  are  distributed  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Church,  according  to  their  faiilifuiness,  circumstances,  natural 
abilities,  duties,  and  callings  ;  that  the  whole  may  be  properly  instructed, 
confirmed,  perfected,  and  saved. 

4. — For  the  instruction  of  all  who  desire  to  learn,  we  shall  explain  som« 
of  the  more  important  Spiritual  Gifts,  one  by  one,  beginning  with  tho 

GiTT  OF  Revelation. 

In  all  ages  and  dispensations,  when  the  Church  of  God  has  been  on  tht 
earth,  the  gift  of  revelation  has  been  one  of  the  most  important  gifts  of  tha 
Spirit.  It  is  essential  to  the  very  e.xistence  of  the  Cliurch  :  for  without  it, 
the  Church  would  become  as  lifeless  as  the  human  body  without  food,  drink, 
or  air.  As  the  mortal  body  would  die  and  become  disorganized  without  thuse 
necessary  elements,  so  the  body  of  Christ — the  Church — would  die,  become 
disorganized,  and  cease  to  exist  on  the  earth,  if  this  essential  Spiritual  Gift 
were  taken  from  it.  The  gift  of  revelation  is  the  spiritual  food,  and  drink, 
and  the  very  life  of  the  Church.  Without  it,  God  never  has  accepted  nor 
ever  will  rei;ognize  any  Church,  as  His  own.  in  any  age  or  generation,  or 
wnong  any  people,  nation,  or  tongue. 

5. — The  gift  of  revelation  is  necessaiT  in  the  i^hurch  to  reveal  doctrine. 
Many  good  principles  have  been  revealed,  in  different  ages,  relating  to  tha 
doctrine  of  salvation  which  have  been  recorded  for  the  benefit  of  man.  But 
these  recorded  principles  were  never  intended  to  supersede  the  necessity  of 
the  revelations  of  the  Spirit  in  regard  to  the  same  subjects.  Because  tha 
Spirit  revealed  the  doctrine  of  faith  and  repentance  to  the  antediluvians,  that 
was  no  reason  why  successive  revelators,  after  the  flood,  should  not  have  th« 
same  good  principles  revealed  to  them.  Because  faith  and  repentance  wer« 
revealed  in  the  books  of  Moses,  that  was  no  reason  why  the  same  should  not 
be  revealed  anew  in  the  books  of  Jeremiah,  Ezckiel,  and  in  many  other  in- 
spired writings  of  the  Old  Testament.  Because  Matthew.  Mark,  Lnke,  and 
John,  were  inspired  to  write  doctrine,  that  did  not  hinder  Peter,  Paul,  Jame«, 
and  Jude  from  being  inspired  also  to  write  upon  the  same.  Indeed,  it  is  one 
of  the  characteristics  of  inspiration,  that  the  same  doctrine  is  often  revealed, 
over  and  over  again,  in  successive  ages,  by  successive  revelators.  The  reason 
why  there  is  a  repetition  of  revelations  on  the  same  subject  is,  not  because 
8ucb  subject  is  wholly  unknown,  but  because  there  are  many  other  principle* 
connected  with  it,  which  are  of  importance  to  be  revealed,  and  which  could  not 
be  manifested  with  the  same  good  effect,  if  isolated  from  principles  whiek 
ASrere  formerly  revealed. 

i. — Another  reason  why  the  same  doctrine  is  revealed  over  again  in  suc- 
eessive  generations,  is,  because  it  may  not  be  as  plain  to  the  generations  fol- 
lowing, as  when  first  revealed  ;  the  latter  being  wholly  unacquainted  with  th« 
cireucQStances  under  which  it  was  given.  To  remove  this  obscurity,  God  re 
rviU  ih%  sa'ne  doetriu*  to  suecessT*  ages  with  eeah  explanatieiM,  as  ai« 
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necessary  to  make  it  plain  to  the  understanding  of  all.  Language  is  some- 
times ambiguous  and  very  imperfect ;  and  especially  where  sacred  writings 
have  been  translated  from  one  language  to  another  by  uninspired  men.  The 
real  meaning  of  the  revelator  is  not  always  clearly  understood  ;  hence  arises 
differences  of  opinions  and  great  divisions.  To  remove  these  evils,  the  gift  of 
revelation  is  necessary,  to  reveal  the  doctrine  over  again  in  language  that  can 
be  understood  ;  and  thus  to  unite  the  views  of  the  Saints  and  make  them  one. 

7. — The  gift  of  revelation  is  necessary  in  the  Church,  not  only  to  reveal  in 
greater  plainness  what  has  become  partially  obscure,  by  tradition  and  many 
other  causes  combined,  but  to  make  manifest  doctrine  that  has  been  nearly  or 
entirely  lost :  such  as  marriage  for  eternity  ;  the  multiplication  of  the  human 
species  after  the  resurrection  ;  the  pre- existence  of  the  spirits  of  all  flesh  ;  the 
redemption  of  spirits  from  prison  by  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to 
them  ;  baptism  for  the  dead ;  the  redemption  and  immortality  of  the  animal 
creation  ;  and  a  great  variety  of  other  doctrines  which  have  evidently  once  been 
understood,  as  the  Scriptures,  by  references,  more  or  less  obscure,  indicate. 
The  gift  of  revelation  will  therefore  reveal  and  make  plain  such  doctrines  as 
have  been  lost  to  the  world  for  ages. 

8. — In  different  dispensations  there  are  generally  some  doctriues  entirely 
new,  such  as  have  not  been  revealed  to  any  former  age.  The  gift  of  revela- 
tion therefore,  is  necessary  to  point  out  what  doctrines  are  intended  to  be 
peculiar  to  the  dispensation  in  which  they  are  given.  Circumcision  was 
peculiar  from  Abraham  till  Christ ;  the  passover  and  many  of  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  Israel,  were  peculiar  during  the  Mosaic  dispensation ;  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  peculiar  to  the  Christian  dispensation  ; 
the  gathering  of  all  tilings  in  one,  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  which  are  in 
Christ,  is  jjeculiar  to  the  great  and  last  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times. 
The  gathering  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,  the  building  of  the  old  and 
the  new  Jerusalems,  and  the  preparations  for  the  second  Advent,  will  include 
many  doctrines,  ordinances,  statutes,  commands,  and  institutions,  peculiar  to 
the  last  dispensation.  Therefore,  the  gift  of  revelation  is  necessary  to  bring 
forth  things  both  new  and  old. 

f). — The  gift  of  revelation  is  necessary  to  make  known  the  callings  of  God 
unto  men.  There  are  many  appointments  in  the  Church  ;  such  as  tliose  of 
Apostles,  Prophets,  Evangelists,  Bishops,  Elders,  Pastors.  Teachers,  and 
Deacons.  AVithout  revelation  it  could  not  be  known  whom  the  Spirit  selected 
to  fill  these  responsible  stations.  Therefore,  without  revelation  there  could 
be  no  legal  authorities,  ordained  :  hence,  the  Church  would  necessarily  cease 
from  the  earth,  when  the  last  ones,  ordained  by  revelation,  left  or  depai-ted 
this  life.  It  is  admitted  by  both  Catholics  and  Protestants,  and  by  nearly  tha 
whole  of  Christendom,  that  thei'e  hsAe  been  no  revelations  since  the  first 
century  of  the  Christian  era :  consequeutly,  there  could  have  been  no  callings 
to  the  ministry  after  that  period ;  therefore,  when  the  ministers  who  lived  at 
tiie  close  of  the  first  century  died,  the  authority  and  the  Church  must  hav« 
ceased  from  the  eastern  hemisphere. 

10. — 'Phe  gift  of  revelation  is  also  necessary  to  make  known  the  duties  of 
tlie  official  members  of  the  Church.  In  the  Christian  Church  in  ancient 
times,  ministers  were  set  apart  for  missiims  to  various  countries  by  tJie  reve- 
lation's of  tl)e  Holy  Ghost :  they  were  also  dictated  by  revelation  in  their  daily 
duties ;  they  were  forbidden  by  revelation  to  visit  certain  places  which  liiey 
'intended  to  visit  and  were  commanded  to  visit  certain  countries  where  they 
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bad  no  intention  of  going.  Without  revelation,  they  couH  neither  he  called 
to  the  ministry,  nor  act  in  the  same,  even  if  they  could  have  been  c.illed- 
Therefore,  take  away  only  this  one  Spiritual  Gift,  and  the  Church  would  neces- 
sarily cease  from  the  earth. 

11. — Another  very  important  spiritual  blessing  which  is  necessary  to  the 
existence  of  the  church  of  Christ  on  the  earth,  is  the 

Gift  of  PRornEcy. 

This  gift  is  a  blessing  conferred  by  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  many  in  the 
Church,  and  is  considered  among  the  best  gifts.  The  Apostle  Paul  e.xhorts 
the  Chun.h  in  these  words  : — "  Follow  after  charity,  and  desire  Spiritual 
Gifts,  but  rather  that  ye  may  prophesy.  For  he  that  speaketh  in  an  unknown 
tongue,  speaketh  not  unto  men,  but  unto  God  ;  for  no  man  uuilcrstandeth 
him,  howbcit  in  iho  Spirit  he  speaketh  mysteries.  But  he  that  pr-  ])]iesieth 
speaketh  unto  ruen  to  edification,  and  exhortation,  and  comfort.  He  that 
speaketh  in  an  unknown  tongue  edifieth  himself ;  but  he  that  projihtsieth, 
edifieth  the  Church.  I  vrould  that  ye  all  spake  with  tongues,  but  rather  that 
ye  prophesied  :  for  greater  is  he  that  prophesieth  than  he  that  speaketh  with 
tongues,  except  he  interpret,  that  the  Church  may  receive  edifying." 
(1   Corinthians,  xiv.  1 — 5.) 

12. — The  gift  of  prophecy  is  given  to  some  in  the  Church,  for  the  purpose 
of  "  edification,"  "  (whortatiou,"  and  "  comfort  "  to  all  the  members  thereof. 
The  prophecies  uttered  by  the  prophets  in  the  Church  are  of  more  benefit  to 
believers  than  to  unbelievers ;  hence  Paul,  when  comparing  the  greater  use- 
fulness of  prophesying  than  that  of  tongues,  says,  "  Wherefore  tongues  are 
or  a  sign,  not  to  them  that  believe,  but  to  them  that  believe  not :  but  pro- 
phesying serveth  not  for  them  that  believe  not,  but  for  them  which  believe. 
If,  therefore,  the  whole  Church  be  come  together  into  one  place,  and  all  speak 
with  tongues,  and  there  come  in  those  that  are  unlearned  or  unbelievers,  will 
they  not  say  that  ye  are  mad  ?  Put  if  all  prophesy,  and  there  come  in  one 
that  believeth  not,  or  one  unlearned,  he  is  convinced  of  all,  he  is  judged  of 
all:  aud  tlius  are  the  secrets  of  his  heart  made  manifest;  and  so  fiilling 
down  on  his  face,  he  will  worship  God,  and  report  that  God  is  in  you  of  a 
truth." — (1  Corinthians  xiv.  2-2 — 25.) 

1.']. — From  these  quotations,  we  can  perceive  the  very  great  blessings  which 
believers  receive  through  tlie  gift  of  prophecy  :  they  are  edified,  exbnited,  and 
comfurted.  And  even  unbelievers,  for  whom  Paul  says,  proph^sving  is  not 
inteuded  as  a  sign,  are  convinced,  by  having  the  secrets  of  their  hearts  made 
manifest,  aud  are  constrained  to  fall  down  upon  their  faces,  and  worship  God. 
When  the  secrets  of  their  hearts,  known  by  no  mortal  but  theni-,elves,  are 
clearly  revealed  through  the  gift  of  prophecy,  it  carries  a  forcible  conviction 
to  their  minds,  that  God  must  indeed  be  in  such  prophets. 

14. — It  has  been  supposed,  by  some,  that  the  Prophets  in  the  Christian 
Churcli,  were  merely  exhorters,  and  not  revelators  of  future  events  or  secret 
things.  But,  in  addition  to  what  we  have  already  quoted  upon  the  nature  of 
this  gift,  we  refer  to  the  following  : — "  Kow  brethren  if  I  come  unto  you 
speaking  with  tongues,  what  shall  I  profit  you,  except  I  shall  speak  to  you 
either  by  revelation,  or  by  knowledge,  or  by  prophesying,  or  by  doctrine?'* 
— (verse  6.)  This  passage  clearly  proves  that  Christian  ministers,  not  only 
exhorted,  but  did  actually  speak  by  ''  EeveJation."  Again,  in  the  same  chap- 
ter, Paul  inquires,   "How  is  it  then,  brethren?      When  ye  come  together. 
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every  one  of  you  liatb  a  psalm,  hath  a  doctrine,  hath  a  tongue,  hath  a  revela- 
tio7i,  hath  an  int.  rpretatiou."— (verse  ^6.)  By  this,  we  can  peiceive  how  the 
Christian  Church  ni  their  naeetiugs  worshipped  God.  Through  the  operation 
of  the  Holy  Gho^t  they  received  by  inspiration,  psalms,  doctrines,  tongues, 
interpretation  of  tongues,  revelations,  and  prophecies.  By  all  these  gifts  the 
Church  were  greatly  edified  ;  but  more  especially  by  revelations  and  prophe- 
cies :  By  these  latter,  the  secrets  of  hearts  were  "made  manifest,  and  the 
hidden  events  of  the  future  were  clearly  made  known. 

15- — Prophets  in  the  Christian  Church  were  very  numerous:  and  they 
were  so  anxious  to  inform  the  Church  of  every  revelation  which  God  gave 
them,  lliat  they  became  disorderly  and  did  not  wait  one  for  another  ;  several 
woui.i  frequently  be  relating  their  revelations  at  the  same  time,  producing 
coniusiou  :  for  this,  Paul  reproves  them,  and  gives  them  the  necessary  in- 
struction, as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  should  deliver  their  prophecies. 
He  snys,  "  Let  the  prophets  speak  two  or  three,  and  let  the  other  judge." 
(Verse  29.)  This  was  much  more  orderly  than  for  all  of  them  to  be  prophe- 
sying at  once.  When  two  or  three  prophets  had,  one  by  one,  declared  what  God 
had  revealed  to  them,  the  other  prophets,  listening,  were  prepared  to  judge, 
whether  the  prophecies  they  had  just  heard,  were  of  God,  or  were  uttered  by- 
human  wisdom.  And  in  this  manner  the  Church  were  prevented  from  being 
deceived  Ity  false  revelations  and  prophecies.  Observing  this  order,  and  only 
le.tting  two  or  three  prophets  speak,  before  judgment  was  rendered,  gave  their 
assenillics  a  better  Ojiportunity  to  remember  what  was  revealed,  than  to  have 
defeiieJ  judgment  until  all  had  spoken.  Again,  Paul  sayts,  "  If  anything  be 
reveah'd  to  another  that  sitteth  by,  let  the  first  hold  his  peace;  for  ye  may 
all  prophesy  one  by  one,  that  all  may  learn,  and  all  may  be  comforted.  And 
the  spirits  of  the  prophets  are  subject  to  the  prophets  ;  for  God  is  not  the 
author  of  confusion,  but  of  peace,  as  in  all  Churches  of  the  Saints."  (Verses 
30— ;3:J.) 

1(>. — If,  while  one  prophet  was  declaring  his  revelation  to  the  assembly, 
anoLli^r  prophet,  sitting  by,  received  a  revelation,  good  order  required  the 
latter  to  still  keep  his  seat,  until  the  first  held  his  peace  ;  "  for,"  says  the 
Apostle,  "  ye  may  all  prophesy,  one  by  one."  The  fact  that  several  received  reve- 
lations at  the  same  time,  was  no  reason  why  they  should  declare  them  at  the 
same  time.  The  Spirit  of  prophecy  or  revelation  is  not  au  irresistible 
Spirit  that  takes  away  the  agency  of  the  prophets,  compelling  them  to  speak  ; 
but  "  the  spirits  of  the  prophets  are  subject  to  the  prophets,"  to  be  e.xercised 
in  (M'der,  or  out  of  order,  as  they  please. 

17. — After  the  Apostle  had  named  the  great  variety  of  Spiritual  Gifts,  and 
had  described  them,  and  had  clearly  explained  their  indispensable  use  in  the 
Christian  Church,  and  had  pointed  out  the  order  to  be  observed  in  their  exer- 
cist\  he  says,  "  If  any  man  think  himself  to  be  a  prophet,  or  spiritual,  let  him 
acknowledge  that  the  things  that  1  write  unto  you  are  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord."  (Verse  37.)  There  were  some  things  which  the  Apostle  wrote, 
in  sunie  of  bis  epistles,  about  which  he  merely  gives  his  opinion,  and  acknow- 
ledges that  he  had  no  commandment  from  God  in  relation  to  them  :  but  iu 
requd  to  the  order  which  he  laid  down,  relating  to  revelations,  prophesyings, 
and  the  other  Spiritual  Gifts,  he  clearly  informs  them  that  it  was  of  God  ;  aui 
exhorts  every  spiritual  man  to  acknowledge  that  the  great  system  of  miracu- 
locs  qifts,  about  which  he  was  writing,  was  established  by  "  the  commandmtnts 
of  the  Lord." 
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IB. — To  do  away  from  the  Christian  Church  revelators,  prophets,  and  other 
gifts,  is  nothing  more  nor  less,  than  to  do  away  "  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord."  The  nations  of  Christendom,  for  the  last  seventeen  centuries,  have 
had  the  unblushing  impudence  to  do  away  these  "  commandments  of  the 
Lord,"  and  to  say  they  are  no  longer  necessary  :  and  yet  these  same  apostate 
churches,  after  rejecting  these  "  commandments,"  have  the  hardihood  to  hy- 
pocritically and  blasphemously  call  themselves  Christian  Churches,  and  Bible- 
believers  ;  and  many  millions  have  believed  in  their  wicked  delusions. 

19. — It  is  not  the  province  of  weak  frail  man  to  repeal  divine'  command- 
ments. The  divine  commandments  in  relation  to  the  necessity,  order,  and  use 
of  the  Spiritual  Gifts  in  the  Christian  Church,  can  only  be  repealed  by  Him 
who  gave  them.  And  as  there  never  has  been  any  repeal  law,  revoking  these 
commandments,  they  must  remain  in  full  force  in  the  Christian  Church 
whenever  and  wherever  such  Church  is  found  on  the  earth.  And  all  churches 
who  do  not  believe  in,  and  practice  these  commandments,  are  not  Christian 
Churches;  for  they  have  rejected  both  the  commandments  and  blessings  of 
the  Christian  institution  ;  none  of  the  powers,  characterizing  Christianity, 
are  found  among  them  :  they  are  as  barren  as  the  fig-tree  which  bore  no  fruit, 
and  that  witliered  under  the  curse  of  the  Son  of  God. 

:2o. — Another  spiritual  blessing  which  is  of  great  use  in  the  Christian 
Church,  is 

T}iE  Gift  ok  TiUNSLATixc.  Languages. 

This  gift  comprises  a  particular  department  of  the  more  general  gift  of 
Revelation.  God  has  revealed  many  important  principles  to  people  of  differ- 
ent languages.  And  that  these  principles  may  be  more  general iy  useful,  He 
has  imparted  to  some  revelators  and  prophets  the  power  to  translate  sacred 
writings  from  one  language  into  another.  The  whole  earth  for  many  gener- 
ations were  of  one  language,  and  duritig  that  period  the  gift  of  translation  was 
unnecessary.  Rut  at  the  building  of  the  great  tower,  God  wrought  a  special 
miracle,  by  causing  the  people  to  forget  their  mother  language,  nnd  by  giving, 
in  the  stead  thereof,  a  variety  of  new  tongues.  On  that  memorable  occasiou 
the  gift  of  new  tongues  was  given  to  the  wicked  as  a  curse.  This  curse  has 
been  transferred  down  through  successive  ages,  until  the  present  day. 

21. — When  God  gives  a  revelation  in  anyone  of  these  langu;jges,  to  be 
written,  for  the  benefit  of  the  nations  of  dilTerent  languages.  He  iu'-pires  His 
prophets  to  translate  such  sacred  writings,  through  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  God  gave  many  revelations  to  Hebrew  Prophets,  in  the  Hebrew  lan- 
guage. Some  of  these  revelations  have  been  translated  by  human  wisdom 
into  many  other  languages,  and  called  the  Bible.  The  same  revelations  have 
been  translated  many  times  by  different  authors  :  but  no  two  translations 
agree.  They  differ  not  only  in  words  and  style,  but  also  in  seutiuient.  accor- 
ding to  the  various  opinions  of  the  translators.  These  clashing  translations 
are  circulated  among  the  people,  as  the  words  of  God,  when,  in  reality  they 
are  the  words  of  translators  ;  and  words  too,  selected  by  their  own  human 
wisdom. 

22. — The  original  Hebrew  manuscripts  and  tables  of  stone  on  uhich  the 
revelations  of  God  were  recorded,  and  also  all  true  copies  of  the  same,  con- 
tained the  pure  words  of  God  ;  but  any  translations  of  them  into  another 
language  by  uninspired  men  would  not  be  the  words  of  God,  as  is  clearly 
shown  by  each  translator,  giving  a  different  rendering  from  any  of  the  others. 
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Therefore,  the  Bible  in  English,  French,  German,  Italian,  Spanish,  Danish, 
and  indeed,  in  all  the  languages  of  the  earth,  except  the  original  in  which  it 
was  given,  is  not  the  word  of  God,  but  the  word  of  uninspired  tranblators.  It 
may  be  that  now  and  then  a  sentence  of  these  uninspired  translations,  is  ren- 
dered  in  the  same  words  that  would  be  given  by  an  inspired  translator.  But 
the  people  are  unable  to  judge  which  of  these  isolated  sentences  have  been 
rendered  in  the  language  of  inspiration.  Therefore,  so  far  as  the  uninspired 
translators  and  the  people  are  concerned,  no  part  of  the  Bible  can,  with  cer- 
tainty, be  known  by  them  to  be  the  word  of  God. 

'23.— -The  Hebrew  and  Greek  manuscripts  of  the  Bible  from  which 
translations  have  been  made,  are  evidently  very  much  corrupted,  as  appears 
from  the  fact,  that  scarcely  any  two  copies  are  alike  in  any  chapter  or'verse. 
The  original  copies,  having  been  entirely  lost  to  the  world  for  many  genera- 
tions, the  learned  are  under  the  necessity  of  translating  from  such  mutilated^ 
imperfect,  and,  in  very  many  instances,  contradictory  copies  as  still  exist. 
This  uncertainty,  combined  with  the  imperfections  of  uninspired  translations, 
renders  the  Bibles  of  all  languages,  at  the  pre>sentday,  emphatically  the  words 
of  men,  instead  of  the  pure  word  of  God. 

94. — In  order  that  the  nations  may  have  a  perfect  standard  of  salvation, 
it  is  necessary  that  they  should  have  the  pure  word  of  God,  free  from  all  the 
imperfections  of  human  wisdom  and  learning  ;  free  from  the  accumulating 
errors  of  ages  of  successive  copying;  free  from  the  mutilations  and  alterations 
of  unprincipled  and  wicked  men  ;  and  free  from  the  ignorance  and  uncer- 
tainty, arising  from  the  absence  of  many  lost  books. 

'25. — To  rumedy  all  these  evils,  and  give  the  nations  the  Old  and  New  Tes- 
taments in  purity,  would  require  the  gift  of  translation  by  the  inspiration  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Such  a  gift  God  gave  to  the  great  Prophet  of  the  last  days 
— Joseph  Smith.  He  was  inspired  of  God  to  translate  the  Scriptures,  and  to 
reveal  some  of  the  lost  books  ;  such  as,  the  prophecy  of  Enoch,  the  Book  of 
Abraham,  the  Revelation  to  Moses,  not  included  in  the  five  books  called  the 
Pentateuch,  and  some  other  revelatiors  not  now  in  the  Bible.  By  this  great 
gift  of  the  Spirit,  he  translated  the  Book  of  Mormon  from  the  original  language 
of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  America — a  language  entirely  unknown  to  human 
wisdom  at  the  present  day.  By  this  gift,  he  translated  the  Book  of  Abraham 
from  Egyptian  papyrus,  taken  out  of  one  of  the  catacombs  of  Egypt.  By  this 
gift,  he  translated  from  parchment  a  sacred  revelation  concerning  the  Apos- 
tle John  and  his  great  mission  to  "  prophesy  again  before  many  peoples,  and 
nations,  and  tongues,  and  kings."     (See  Revelations  x.  11.) 

96. — This  same  gift  of  translation  was  enjoyed  by  the  prophet  Daniel, 
when,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  translated  the  unknown  writing 
which  the  visible  hand  of  a  supernatural  being,  inscribed  upon  the  wall  in  the 
presence  of  Belshazzar  and  his  wicked  associates. 

27. — The  same  Spirit  which  enables  the  servant  of  God- to  speak  in  a  lan- 
guage unknown  to  himself,  gives  the  interpretation  or  translation.  If  the 
Spirit  can  control  the  tongue  to  make  it  utter  the  words  of  an  unknown  lan- 
guage, it  certainly  can  make  known  the  meaning  of  the  words  uttered.  Paul, 
in  enumerating  the  Spiritual  Gifts,  informs  us  that  to  one  is  given  tongues, 
and  to  another  the  interpretation  of  tongues.  Sometimes  one  person  has 
both  of  these  gifts  :  hence,  Paul  says,  "  let  him  that  speaketh  in  an  unknown 
tongue,  pray  that  he  may  interpret."  If  an  unknown  tongue,  spoken  verbally 
can  be  interpreted  by  the  Spirit,  then  an  unknown  tongue  written  can  be  in- 
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terpreted  or  translated,  by  tlie  same  Spirit.  The  Spirit  is  perfectly  acquainted 
^•ith  every  language  and  tongue  npoti  the  earth  ;  and  it  is  as  easy  for  the 
Spirit  to  speak  through  a  man  one  language  a-?  another;  and  it  is  as  easy  for 
the  Spirit  to  use  a  man's  tongue  to  speak  words  and  sentences  in  an  unknown 
tongu:;,  as  to  use  his  tongue  in  speakirg  the  words  of  a  new  revelation  in  his 
own  Inngurige.  The  same  Spirit  that  confounded  the  language  at  the  tower 
of  Babel,  could  in  one  moment  restore  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  an 
entirely  new  language,  such  as  was  spoken  in  the  beginning.  Indeed,  the  day 
will  coijie,  after  the  destruction  of  the  nations  of  the  wicked,  that  the  Lord 
will  give  the  people  a  pure  language. 

'28. — Hear  what  the  Lord  says,  by  the  mouth  of  Zephaniah  the  prophet. 
"  My  determination  is  to  gather  the  nations,  that  I  may  assemble  the  king- 
doms, to  pour  upon  them  mine  indignation,  even  all  my  fierce  anger:  for  all 
the  earth  shall  be  devoured  by  the  fire  of  my  jealousy.  Fcr  then  will  I  turn  to 
the  people  a  pure  language,  that  they  may  all  call  upon  the  naiiie  of  the 
Lord,  to  serve  Him  with  one  consent."  (Zeph.  iii.  8,  9.)  This  prophecy 
clearly  pi-oves  that  every  man,  left  on  the  earth,  will,  in  that  day,  he  blessed 
■with  a  new  tongue.  All  the  old  tongues,  originating  at  Babel's  tower,  will  be 
done  away.  The  curse  of  old  languages  and  mother  tongues  will  be  removed. 
The  new  tongue  will  be  "  a  pure  language  ;"  such  as  God  gave  to  Adam  at 
the  beginning.  These  will  be  "  the  times  of  restitution  of  all  things  which 
God  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  His  holy  prophets  since  the  world 
began  ;"  hence,  the  pure  language  spoken  in  the  morning  of  creation  must 
be  restored.  It  was  taken  away  by  a  miracle,  and  it  will  be  restored  by  a 
miracle.  Till  then,  the  supernatural  gifts  of  tongues,  interpretation  of 
tongues,  and  translations,  will  be  needed  :  after  that  day  of  perfection  comes, 
they  will  cease,  as  was  predicted  by  the  Apostle  Paul.  Then  alt  the  inhabi- 
tants, remaining  on  the  earth,  will  pray  in  the  same  pure  language  with  one 
consent. 

29. — When  the  greatness  of  the  dominion  under  the  whole  heaven  shall  be 
given  to  the  Saints  of  the  Most  High,  it  will  be  indispensably  necessary  to 
the  high  state  of  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  which  will  characterize 
that  happy  period,  that  all  the  earth  should  be  of  one  language  ;  and  that  the 
divine  laws,  emanating  from  Zion — the  city  of  the  great  King,  should  be  as 
pure  and  free  from  human  wisdom,  as  when  they  were  first  uttered  by  the 
mouth  of  the  Holy  One.  In  that  day.  Bibles  in  different  languages,  trans- 
lated by  uninspired  men.  will  be  obsolete  and  uncalled  for,  and  will  only  be 
exhibited  as  specimens  of  Babylonish  folly. 

80. — Among  the  choice  blessings  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  may  be  men- 
tioned, 

The  Seexi's  Gift  ;  ok  the  Gift  of  Seeing  with  the  Ueim  and 

Thummim. 

This  gift  is  a  peculiar  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  to  the  natural  eyes,  as 
well  as  to  the  mind.  The  Urim  and  Thummim  is  a  stone  or  other  substance 
sanctified  and  illuminated  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God,  and  presented  to 
those  who  are  blessed  with  the  gift  of  seeing.  All  Saints  cannot  see  by  the 
illuminations  of  the  Urim  and  Thummim  ;  but,  as  we  have  already  said, 
"  to  some  is  given  one  gift,  and  to  some  another."  Aaron  and  the  firstborn 
of  his  sons  who  were  high  Priests  after  the  Levitical  order,  were  blessed  with 
this  choice  gift.     And  the  Lord  commanded  that  the  Urim  and  Thummim 
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sliould  be  inserted  in  the  breastplate,  worn  by  the  high  priest.  Four  rows  of 
precious  s'ones,  upon  which  the  names  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel  were  en- 
giaved,  ad  irned  the  breastplate  :  these  stones  were  set  in  gold  ;  and  the  breast- 
plate wasatached  by  gold  rings  to  a  richly  wrouL^lit  ornament,  called  an  ephod. 

31. — The  Urim  and  Thunininn  was  the  most  important  part  of  the  breast- 
plate :  the  other  portions,  it  is  true.  were,  not  only  ornamental,  but  highly 
significant  of  the  important  uSice  of  the  higli  priest  as  judge  in  Israel.  But 
it  wa>  the  Urim  and  Thuasmiui  which  emphatically  cotistitnted  the  breast- 
plate, a  "  breastplate  of  Jiirh/ment."  Hence,  the  Lord,  after  having  described 
the  pattern  of  the  ephod  and  breastplate,  said  to  M  ises,  "  And  thou  shalt  put 
in  the  breastplate  of  judgment  the  Urim  and  the  Thummim  ;  and  they  shall 
be  upon  Aaron's  heart,  when  he  goeth  in  before  the  Lord  :  and  Aaron  shall 
bear  the  judgment  of  the  children  of  Israel  upon  his  heart  before  the  Lord 
contiuuMlly  "     (Exodus  xxviii.  30.) 

o'2.  —  Kow  Moses  first  obtained  this  Urim  and  Thummim  is  not  revealed  : 
but  it  is  mentioned  in  this  psissage,  as  an  instrument  already  in  his  possession. 
It  may  have  been  given  to  him  by  the  Lord  upon  mount  Smai,  or  it  may  have 
descended  to  him  from  his  ancestors. 

83. — It  was  through  the  Urim  and  Thummim  that  Aaron  was  prepared  to 
judge  the  twelve  tribes.  In  all  difficult  cases,  arising  between  man  and  nian, 
Aaron  asked  counsel  of  the  Lord  by  looking  in  this  sacred  instrument.  Thus 
he  bore  "  the  judgment  of  the  children  of  Israel  upon  bis  heart  bt-fore  the 
Lord  continually."  The  revelations  by  the  Urim  v.ere  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  the  orfice  of  a  judge  over  Israel. 

34. — After  the  death  of  Aaron  the  ephod  and  breastplate,  containing  the 
Urim  and  Tliunmiim,  descended  by  birthright  to  his  son  Eleazar ;  and  he 
became  a  judge  over  Israel.  Even  Joshua  who  succeeded  Moses,  as  a  great 
commander  and  leader  of  Israel,  was  commanded  to  inquire  of  the  Lord 
through  Eleazar  the  pritst  who  was  to  get  revelations  for  him  by  the  Urim. 
This  is  pluiuly  taught  in  the  following  passages: — "And  the  Lord  said  unto 
Moses,  Take  thee  Joshua  the  son  of  Kun,  a  man  in  whom  is  the  Spirit,  and 
lay  thine  hand  upon  him  ;  and  set  him  before  Eleazar  the  priest,  and  before 
all  the  congregation  ;  and  give  hiiB  a  charge  in  their  sight.  And  thou  shalt 
put  some  -ot'  thine  honour  upon  him,  that  all  the  congregation  of  the  children 
of  Israel  may  be  obedient.  And  he  shall  stand  before  Eleazar  the  priest, 
who  shall  ash  counsel  for  him  after  the  judgmeni  of  Urim  before  the  Lord  : 
at  bis  v7ord  shall  they  go  out,  and  at  his  word  they  shall  come  in,  both  he, 
and  all  the  children  of  Israel  with  him,  even  all  the  congregation."  (Num- 
bers xxvii.  18—21.)  Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  all  Israel  went  out  and  came 
in,  and  were  governed  by  the  revelations  of  the  Urim. 

35. — Just  previous  to  Moses'  death,  he  blessed  all  the  tribes  of  Israel, 
naming  the  most  important  blessings  which  should  characterize  each,  "  And 
of  Levi  he  said.  Let  thy  Thmiimim  and  thy  Urim  be  with  thy  Holy  One.''— 
(Deuteronomy  xxxiii.  8.)  It  is  evident  that  Moses  considered  this  sacred  in- 
etrumetit  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  blessings  given  to  the  tribe  of 
Levi  ;  and  for  this  reason,  it  was  placed  first  on  the  list  ot  blessings  enumer- 
ated for  that  tribe.  All  the  rest  of  the  tribes  were  to  receive  revelations  by 
the  Urim  and  Thummim  through  the  priesthood  of  Levi.  But  there  was 
evidently  danger,  lest  the  Levites  should  jjrostitute  the  sacied  use  of  tins  holy 
instrument  to  trivial  and  unholy  puiposes  ;  and  by  so  doing,  the  gift  which 
was  intended  as  a  great  blessing,  would   become  a  great  curse :  to  prevent 
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this,  Moses  uttered  the  command  I  have  just  quoted,  namely,  "  Let  thy 
Thummim  and  thy  Urim  he  with  thy  Holy  One."  They  were  to  appeal  to 
the  Holy  One,  when,  and  for  what  purposes  to  use  this  divine  instrument : 
they  were  not  to  desecrate  its  use  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  Holy  One,  by  in- 
quiring for  things  which  would  be  improper  or  forbidden. 

:>('). — Because  of  wickedness,  it  was  often  the  case  that  the  Lord  would  not 
answer  the  inquiries  made  of  Him.  We  huve  an  instance  of  this  in  the  case 
of  Saul,  the  kuig  of  Israel,  after  his  apostacy.  "  When  Saul  inquired  of  the 
Lord,  the  Lord  answered  him  not,  neither  by  dreams,  nor  by  Urim,  nor  by 
I'rophets."' — (1  Satuuel  xxviii.  6.)  And  even  before  Saul's  apostacy,  when 
.fonathau,  his  son,  ignorantly  transgressed  the  oath  of  his  father,  the  latter 
could  not  receive  any  answer  fiom  God,  until  he  called  his  son  to  an  accouut. 
On  this  occasioji,  the  priest  said  to  Saul,  "  Let  us  draw  near  hither  unto  God. 
And  Saul  asked  counsel  of  God,  Shall  I  go  down  after  the  Philistines  ?  Wilt 
thou  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  Israel  ?  But  He  answered  him  not  that 
day." — (1  Samuel  xiv.  36,  .')7.)  Because  the  Lord  did  not  answer.  Saul 
knew  that  there  must  be  some  one  who  had  sinned  ;  when  the  peojile  were 
righteous,  and  they  inquired  of  (jod  about  any  thing  which  was  proper,  they 
always  e.^pected  to  receive  an  answer. 

87. — It  has,  by  some,  been  supposed  that  the  Urim  and  Thummim  was 
ouly  to  be  used  in  the  temple.  But  we  find  Abiathar,  the  priest,  floeing  from 
the  city  of  Nob,  and  carrying  an  Ephod  in  his  hand  ;  and  he  came  to  the  city 
of  Keilah  where  David  was  sojourning.  And  David  "  said  to  Abiathar  the 
priest,  Bring  hither  the  Ephod.  Then  said  David,  O  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
thy  servant  hath  certainly  heard  that  Saul  seeketh  to  come  to  Keilah  to  des- 
troy the  city  for  my  sake.  Will  the  men  of  Keilah  deliver  me  up  into  his 
hand?  Will  Saul  come  down  as  thy  servant  hath  heard?  0  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  I  beseech  thee,  tell  thy  servant.  And  the  Lord  said.  He  will  come 
down.  Then  said  David,  Will  the  men  of  Keilah  deliver  me  and  my  men 
into  the  hand  of  Saul  "?  And  the  Lord  said.  They  will  deliver  thee  up." — 
(1  Samuel  xxiii.  9 — I'i.)  Now  the  Ephod  Avas  always  worn  in  connection 
with  the  breastplate ;  there  is,  therefore,  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Urim  was  used  in  this  instance  of  inquiry.  There  were  "  four  score  and  five 
persons  that  did  wear  a  linen  Ephod"  of  the  priests  who  lived  in  the  city  of 
Nob.  These,  most  undoubtedly,  had  the  Urim  by  which  they  could  inquire 
of  God. — (See  1  Samuel  xxii.  18.)  The  priest  who  dwelt  in  the  house  of 
Micah,  in  mount  Ephraim,  had  an  Ephod  and  a  Teraphim,  and  could  inquix-e 
of  God.  The  five  spies  of  the  tribe  of  Dan  employed  this  priest  to  inquire  of 
the  Lord  for  them.  "  And  they  said  unto  him,  ask  counsel,  we  pray  thee,  of 
God,  that  we  may  know  whether  our  way  which  we  go  shall  be  prosperous. 
And  the  priest  said  unto  them,  Go  in  peace  ;  before  the  Lord  is  your  way 
wherein  ye  go." — (Judges,  xviii.  5,  6.) 

:3,S. — In  the  days  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  certain  priests,  of  the  children  of 
Barzillai,  sought  to  find  their  genealogy  registered  but  could  not.  "  There- 
fore, were  they,  as  polluted,  put  from  the  priesthood.  And  the  Tirsh.itha 
said  unto  them,  that  they  should  not  eat  of  the  most  holy  things,  till  there 
stood  up  a  priest  with  Urim  and  with  Thummim." — (Ezra  ii.  61 — 6:3  :  also 
Nehemiah  vii.  63 — 65.)  During  the  captivity  of  the  Jews  in  Babylon,  it  ap- 
pears that  they  were  deprived  of  this  sacred  instrument  :  but  immediately 
after  their  restoration,  they  saw  the  need  of  the  Urim,  to  ascertain  genealogies, 
where  they  had  been  lost. 
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39. — Hosea  the  prophet  foretold  the  future  calamities  of  Israel,  among- 
which  he  predicts  the  loss  of  the  Epbod  and  Teraphim.  He  said  "  The  chil- 
dren of  Israel  shall  abide  many  days  without  a  king,  and  Vvithout  a  prince,  and 
without  a  sacrifice,  and  without  an  image,  and  without  an  Ephod,  and  with- 
out Teraphim.  Afterward  shall  the  children  of  Israel  return,  and  seek  the- 
Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  king  :  and  shall  fear  the  Lord  and  His  good- 
ness in  the  latter  days.'" — (Hosea  iii.  4,  5.)  Many  long  centuries  have  rolled 
away,  since  this  prophecy  commenced  its  fulfilment.  The  Ephod,  with  its 
breastplate  of  judgment,  containing  the  Urim  and  Thummim,  has  been  absent 
some  two  thousand  years.  But  as  the  "  latter  days"  have  come,  in  which 
great  blessings  are  to  be  given  to  Israel,  as  predicted  in  the  fifth  verse,  God 
has  again  restored  the  Urim  and  Thummim  to  the  great  Seer  of  the  last  dis- 
pensation— Joseph  Smith.  By  this  sacred  instrument,  he  tranblated  that 
divine  and  holy  record,  the  Book  of  Mormon,  or  the  sacred  history  of  ancient 
America. 

40. — Jethro,  Moses'  father-in-law,  was  a  descendant  of  Abraham,  and  a 
priest  of  the  Most  High  God,  not  after  the  order  of  Aaron,  but  alter  a  higher 
order.  He  was  a  priest  of  the  de-cendants  of  Midian  who  was  the  fourth 
son  of  Keturah,  one  of  Abraham's  wives.  This  Midianitish  priest  CHme  into 
the  cump  of  Israel,  and  gave  Moses  the  pattern  after  which  to  organize  the 
whole  nation  for  the  proper  administration  of  their  theocratical  form  of  govern- 
ment. And  Moses  did  all  things  as  he  was  directed  by  this  great  priest. 
After  which  Moses  requested  him  to  go  with  Israel,  but  Jethro  (or  Hobab)  ■ 
said  unto  him,  "I  will  not  go  ;  but  I  will  depart  to  mine  own  land,  and  to  my 
kindred.  And  he  said.  Leave  us  not,  I  pray  thee  :  forasmuch  as  tliou  know- 
est  how  we  are  to  encamp  in  the  wilderness,  and  thou  mayest  be  to  us  instead 
of  eyes." — (Numbers,  x.  30 — 31.)  How  could  Jethro  benefit  Israel  in  their 
wanderings  iu  the  wilderness  ?  By  being  to  them  as  eyes  ;  that  is.  by  being 
their  Seer.  There  is  but  little  doubt,  from  what  is  recorded,  that  Jethro  had 
the  Urim,  or  the  Seer's  divine  instrument,  through  which  he  could  inquire  of 
God  :  hence,  the  anxiety  of  Moses  to  retain  him  in  the  camp,  that  he  might 
be  as  eyes  to  Israel,  during  their  long  and  tedious  journey  iu  a  solitary  and 
frightful  wilderness. 

41. — In  the  revelation  to  John  on  Patmos.  Jesus  says,  "  To  him  that  over- 
cometh  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  hidden  manna,  and  will  give  him  a  white 
STONE,  and  in  the  stone  a  new  name  written,  which  no  man  knoweth  saving 
he  that  receiveth  it."— (Rev.  ii.  17.)  Now  there  must  be  something  connec- 
ted with  this  stone  of  more  value  than  the  new  name  written  in  it.  There  is 
undoubtedly  a  power  connected  with  it,  of  the  same  nature  as  that  attending 
the  Urim  :  V  the  stone  itself  will  be  a  Urim  and  Thummim  to  tlie  person  to 
whom  the  new  nam.e  has  been  given,  and  to  none  others.  Each  can  see  m 
his  own  white  stone,  but  cannot  discern  anything  in  the  others.  Joseph  the 
Seer,  in  his  interesting  history,  says,  that  this  white  stone  will  he  a  Urim 
and  Thummim.  He  also  says,  that  the  "  sea  of  glass ,"  upon  which  John  saw 
the  Saints  standing,  will  be  the  earth  in  its  sanctified  and  immortal  state  ;  and 
that  in  this  glorified  state,  it  will  be  a  Urim  and  Thummim  to  all  the  celestial 
inhabitants,  who  dwell  upon  it.  If  a  small  stone  or  other  material  in  Aaron's 
breastplate  could  be  made,  by  the  power  of  God,  to  shine  forth  and  illuminate 
the  vision  of  the  Seer  ;  then,  by  the  same  power,  the  whole  earth  could  be 
filled  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  be  made  to  shine  with  celestial  glory,  lu^e 
the  Sun  in  the  firmament  of  heaven.     The  glorified  inhabitants,  of  a  gloritied' 
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world,  \von1.l  thus  have  the  means  of  beholding  all  kingdoms  and  worlds  of  aa 
inferior  o!  dt-r. 

4v>. The  -'silver  cup"  which  Joseph  in  Egypt  commanded  the  steward  to 

put  in  Benjamin's  8a.-k,  in  order  to  try  his  brethn-n,  vfis,  most  probably, 
sanctified  as  a  Urim  and  Tbummim  to  Joseph.  Hence.  Joseph  comraanJed 
the  steward  to  pursue  his  brethren,  and  say  to  them,  "  U  not  this  it  in  which 
mv  lord  drinketh,  and  whereby  indeed  he  divinetb  ?"  And  when  Joseph's 
brethren  were  brought  back,  he  said  unto  them,  "  What  deed  is  this  that  ye 
have  done?  Wot  ye  not  that  such  a  man  as  I  can  certainly  divine?" — (See 
Gen.  xliv.)  It  would  be  no  more  difficult  for  the  Lord  to  sanctify  a  *'  Silver 
cuji,"  and  cause  it  to  be  endowed  with  all  the  properties  of  the  Urim,  than  to 
sanctify  a  stone  or  any  other  material  for  such  a  holy  purpose.  It  was  th^ 
gift  of  seeing  in  these  holy  divine  instruments  v.hich,  without  doubt,  consti- 
tuted the  ditfeience  bptw(."en  a  Seer  and  a  prophet.  The  former  being  a  pro- 
phet with  the  additional  gift  of  the  Urim  ;  the  latter  being  a  prophet  without 
the  aid  of  that  divuie  instrument. 

43. — The  ne.Kt  spiritual  blessing  which  will  be  considered  is, 

The  Gift  of  Visions  and  DiiEAits. 

It  has  seemed  good  unto  the  Almighty  to  reveal  to  His  people,  in  all  ages, 
many  glorious  sind  important  principles,  through  different  gifts.  Sometimes 
these  revelations  are  given  by  His  own  voice;  at  other  times,  they  are  mani- 
fested by  the  voice  of  angels  ;  sometimes  they  are  whispered  by  the  voice  of  inspi- 
rution  ;  'at  another  time,  they  are  unfolded  to  the  sight  through  the  Urim  ;  some- 
times, through  some  miraculous  providence  ;  and  at  other  times,  through  hea- 
veul  v'visions  and  dreams.  God  spake  by  the  mouth  of  Joel  the  prophet,  saying. 
'•  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  afterward,  that  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  ail 
flesh  ;  and  your  sons  and  your  daughters  shall  prophesy,  your  old  men  shall 
dream  dreams,  vour  vouug  men  shall  see  visions." — (Joel,  ii.  28.)  This  same  pro- 
phecy was  quoted  bv  the  Apostle  Peter,  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  who  declared 
that  the  Spirit  which  Joel  f  pake  of,  might  be  received  %  all  nations  and 
generations,  on  conditions  of  obedience  to  the  Gospel. 

44. In  addition  to  making  both  men  and  women  of  all  flesh,  prophets,  it 

is  most  emphatically  declared  that  the  "  old  men  shall  dream  dreams,  and 
the  young  men  shall  see  visions."  Great  things  are  often  revealed  in  this 
manner.  God  came  and  talked  with  king  Abimelech,  by  which  he  learned 
how  to  preserve  himself  and  all  his  hotise  from  a  sin  which  would  have  brought 
death  upon  them  all.— (See  Gen.  xx.)  M^my  visions  and  dreams  were  given 
to  Abraham,  Isaac,  and' Jacob.  The  promises  made  on  these  occasions  were 
exceedingly  great,  and  have  been  esteemed  of  the  same  importance,  as  those 
made  thr^'ough  other  gifts.  The  lives  of  Israel  and  the  Egyptians  were  saved 
by  the  revelations  given  through  dreams,  and  their  interpretation  by  Joseph. 

45._Nebuchadnezzar,  though  a  wicked  king,  had  a  most  remarkable  dream, 
which  after  awaking,  he  could  not  recollect.  Daniel  had  the  same  dream 
revealed  to  him,  and  the  interpretation,  by  which  the  lives  of  all  the  wise  men 
of  Babvlon  were  spared  from  the  anger  of  the  king.  Daniel,  by  dreams  and 
visions',  obtained  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  future  kingdoms  and  governments 
of  the  earth,  even  down  to  the  end.  Isaiah,  by  vision,  saw  the  Lord  sittmg 
upon  His  throne,  and  His  train  filling  the  temple. 

40.— The  Christians  of  the  first  century  were  continually  led  by  dreams 
and  visions.     By  revelations  given  in  this   manner,  they  were  forewarned  of 
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many  dangers ;  they  escarjed  many  calamities  ;  and  their  lives  were  often 
very  miraculously  preserved.  The  great  revelation  given  to  John  on  the  isl^ 
of  Patmos  was  manifested  to  him  by  a  vision. 

47. — The  spirit  of  man  has  eyes,  as  well  as  his  body.  The  eyes  of  the 
spirit  are  in  couj unction  with  the  eyes  of  the  body.  When  things  are  seen 
naturally,  the  eyes  of  the  spirit  behold  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
bodily  eyes.  When  things  are  beheld  spiritually,  the  spiritual  eyes  discern 
without  the  aid  of  the  natural  eyes.  Hence  a  blind  man  can  see  spiritually, 
though  he  may  be  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  process  of  natural  seeing.  So 
likewise,  millions  may  see  naturally,  and  yet  be  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  pro- 
cess of  spiritucil  seeing.  As  the  blind  man  can  form  no  itlea  of  the  beautiful 
landscape,  or  of  the  nature  of  colours  or  light,  for  want  of  experience  ;  so 
likewise,  a  natural  man  who  has  never  seen  any  thing  by  vLsion,  knows  not 
the  nature  of  spiritual  light :  neither  does  he  understand  how  his  spirit  can 
look  upon  the  past  or  the  future,  or  gaze  upon  that  which  is  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  natural  eye.  "  The  natural  man  receivelh  not  the  thiiigs  of  the  Snirit 
of  God  ;  fur  they  are  foolishness  unto  him  ;  neither  can  he  know  them,  be- 
cause they  are  spiritually  discerned." — (1  Cor.  ii.  14.) 

48. — If  a  spiritual  mau  declares  to  a  natural  man  that  he  has  seen  what 
will  take  place,  at  a  future  time  ;  or  that  he  has  beheld  something  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  natural  eye,  the  latter  will  immediately  begin  to  doubt  the 
possibility  of  such  a  thing.  He  will  say,  "  How  can  this  be  ?  It  is  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  optics  and  the  nature  of  light  to  see  the  future,  or  to  look 
through  opaque  bodies."  It  is  all  foolishness  to  him.  Because  he  has  never 
experienced  a  spiritual  vision,  he  doubts  the  philosophy  of  such  a  mode  of 
seeing.  He  dots  not  realize  that  tliere  is  a  more  refiued  and  powerful  sub- 
stance, than  that  of  the  natural  light,  which  is  copiously  diffused  through  all 
nature.  He  does  not  realize  that  this  living  subtle  fluid,  can  penetrate 
bodies  opaque  to  the  natural  light,  with  the  same  ease  that  light  penetrates 
transparent  bodies,  or  the  distant  regions  of  space.  He  does  not  realize  that 
this  quickening  powerful  fluid,  after  having  penetrated  opaque  bodies  from  a 
distance  can  proceed  to  the  spiritual  eyes  and  produce  a  sensation  of  vision 
on  them,  with  as  much  force,  and  with  greater  certainty,  than  what  is  pro- 
duced by  the  natural  light  upon  bodily  eyes. 

49.— Bodies  which  are  opaque  to  the  natural  light,  or  which  will  not  admit 
its  transmission,  are  not  opaque  to  spiritual  light,  but  are  perfectly  tran'^spar- 
eut  to  it,  and  will  admit  its  rays  with  the  most  perfect  freedom.  Spiritual 
light  can  pass  through  sxoMs  hundreds  of  thousands  of  miles  in  diameter  with 
greater  ease  than  the  electric  fluid  passes  over  the  telegraphic  wire,  or  to 
complete  its  circuit,  returns  thousands  of  miles  through  the  solid  earth  to  the 
place  of  its  generation.  As  the  electric  fluid  passes  through  bodies  opaque 
to  the  natural  light,  and  conveys  its  message  thousands  of  miles  almost  in- 
stantaneously, so  does  the  still  more  powerful  spiritual  fluid  convey  its  mes- 
sage from  continent  to  continent,  from  heaven  to  earth,  from  world  to 
world,  in  a  twinkling  of  an  eye,  or  with  a  velocity  far  greater  than  that  of 
light.  No  substances  are  non-conductors  or  opaque  to  it.  All  that  is  neces- 
sary is  to  have  the  spiritual  telegraph,  or  in  other  words,  the  spirit ual  eyes  in 
a  proper  condition  to  receive  the  impression  ;  and  worlds  with  all  their  glorious 
contents,  are  e.\posed  to  the  enraptured  vision  ;  and  man  finds  himself  in 
possession  of  another  sense,  more  powerful,  more  extended,  and  more  glorious, 
than  all  the  other  senses  combined. 
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b$. — It  is  difficult  for  the  natural  man  to  conceive  of  the  existence  of  this 
greater  sense  or  faculty  of  the  mind,  unless  he  has  experienced,  in  a  degree, 
tliese  supernatural  illuiuinations.  A  man  who  was  born  perfectly  deaf  and 
blind  could  not  form  the  most  remote  idea  of  sounds,  music,  shades,  colours, 
and  the  perception  of  distant  objects  :  the  whole  world  of  light  and  sounds, 
would  be  perfectly  shut  out  from  his  view.  If  lie  were  told  that  his  fellow 
man  was  blessed  with  two  additional  senses,  by  which  he  could  discern  objects 
at  a  distance,  he  might  assent  to  the  declaration,  though  the  assertion  would 
be  altogether  incomprehensible  to  him  ;  he  would  wonder  how  it  was  possible 
to  perceive  objects  beyond  the  reach  of  the  h^ind,  or  how  men  could  communi- 
cate their  thoughts  to  one  another,  by  speech  or  sound.  Perhaps,he  might  sup- 
pose, that  ^ound  was  like  a  jar  on  the  body;  but  then,  the  mystery  to  him  would 
be,  How  men  could  jar  one  another's  ears,  when  many  yards  apart.  Again, 
be  might  suppose  light  to  affect  the  eye  at  a  distance,  something  similar  to 
what  lieat,  at  a  distance,  affects  the  body  :  but  it  would  be  mysterious  to  him, 
How  light  tould  affect  the  eye,  when  the  luminous  body  was  scores  of  miles 
distant.  As  to  what  was  meant  by  a  variety  of  colours,  he  could  compre- 
hend nothing,  though  it  should  be  explained  to  him  all  his  life.  He  might 
suppose  diiferences  of  colour  to  be  like  ditTerences  of  temperature,  or  like  the 
differences  of  the  velocity  of  currents  of  water  or  wind. 

il. — If  t!ie  man  who  was  thus  born  deaf  and  blind,  and  who  could  com- 
prehend nothing  only  what  he  learned  by  smelling,  tasting,  feeling,  and  re- 
flection, were  suddenly  to  acquire  his  siglit  and  hearing,  these  two  senses, 
entirely  new  to  him,  would  pour  into  his  mind  a  vast  world  of  new  ideas  :  he 
would  iind  himself  possessed  of  original  faculties  which  had  lain  dormant 
from  his  birth — faculties  with  which  he  was  entirely  unacquainted,  until  new 
circumstances  brought  them  into  exercise.  So  it  is  with  the  man  whose  eyes 
are  opened  to  see  visions  :  he  learns  for  the  hrst  time  in  his  life,  that  there 
are  other  faculties  in  man,  besides  the  five  senses — faculties  of  a  far  superior 
nature — ficulties  as  nevv  to  him  as  sight  to  the  lilind.  or  hearing  to  the  deaf. 
He  now  understands  what  was  before  incomprehensible  :  he  now  can  gaze 
upon  things  within  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  as  wcU  as  upon  its  surface :  he 
Tiow  finds  himself  beholding  the  past  or  the  future  with  the  same  ease,  as  he 
formerly  beheld  the  present  :  he  now  can  look  upon  spirits,  upon  angels,  and 
tipon  God,  without  any  more  effort,  than  to  look  naturally  u[wjn  man  or  upon 
tlie  natural  things  of  Creation.  Park  bodies  and  worlds  are  no  longer  dark 
to  him,  but  they  are  full  of  light,  and  as  transf^arent  as  the  pure  atmosphere 
of  heaven.  He  beholds  with  the  greatest  astonishment  I  he  gazes  Nvith  rap- 
ture and  delight  upon  the  untold  glories  of  the  world  of  spirits,  and  upon  the 
inexhaustible  riches  of  the  great  Universe  of  God.  A  dormant  faculty  is 
H wakened  in  him  which  he  liad  no  idea  he  possessed  :  he  is  a  wooder  to  him- 
iself :  a  world  of  new  ideas  and  knowledge  nishes  upon  his  vision  :  he  is  over- 
^vhelmed  with  the  greatness,  and  magnificence  of  the  scenery  ;  and  when  the 
vision  is  withdrawn,  he  finds  that  it  has  been  too  much  for  mortality  to  eodure, 
without  being  overpowered  :  hence,  the  visions  of  Daniel  overcame  his 
strength,  prostrated  his  body,  and  made  him  for  several  days  sick. 

5'2  — Spiritual  seeing  will  no  doubt  be  the  method  of  seeing  in  a  future 
^ate.  The  eyes  of  the  Celestial  body,  being  quickened  and  enlightened  by 
ttie  power  and  light  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  will,  at  all  times,  be  prepared  to  be- 
hold the  wonderful  works  of  God,  and  gaze  a}X)n  the  glories  of  the  Universe. 
Tiie  eyes  of  mortality  behold  objects  on  this  side  of  the  vail,  according  to  the 
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laws  of  natural  light ;  the  eyes  of  immortality  will  behold  ohjects  on  both 
sides  of  the  vail,  according  to  the  laws  of  both  natural  and  spiritual  light. 
And  as  the  laws  of  spiritual  light  are  immeasurably  greater  and  more  diversi- 
fied in  their  range  of  operations,  so  spiritual  eyes,  adapted  to  these  laws,  will 
have  their  field  of  vision  proportionably  enlarged.  Natural  eyes  now  behold 
some  iew  things  in  their  gross  and  more  tangible  forms  ;  spiritual  eyes  will 
then  behold  things  in  their  more  refined  and  recondite  condition.  Mortality 
beholds  only  some  of  the  outward  eifects  of  nature ;  while  immortality  will 
look,  not  only  upon  the  effects,  but  upon  the  causes  also.  The  eyes  of  mor- 
tality view  only  the  e.x;terior  or  surfaces  of  bodies  from  which  the  natural 
ligiit  etuanates;  the  eyes  of  immortality  will  pierce  the  interior  also,  and  be- 
hold tl^e  minute,  yet  powerful  workings  of  the  elements  from  which  the  spirit- 
ual light  emanates. 

53. — In  a  future  state,  the  capacities  of  the  mind  will  be  developed  and 
enlarged,  in  proportion  to  the  increased  facilities  for  acquiring  knowledge. 
An  enlarged  vision  would  be  of  but  very  little  service,  without  a  correspond- 
ing erjiargement  of  the  mind.  But  the  same  Spirit  which  quickens  the  eyes 
of  tlic  immort'tl  bod}^  will  also  quicken  the  immortal  mind  which  inhabits 
that  body.  If  the  immortal  eye,  at  one  glance,  can  behold  all  the  elements 
and  particles  of  a  world,  with  their  infinitely  varied  operations,  the  immortal 
mind  will  be  able  to  comprehend  the  scenery,  and  to  remember  the  world  of 
new  ideas  thus  poured  in  upon  it. 

S4. — The  day  is  to  come,  when  the  knowledge  of  God  will  cover  the  earth 
as  the  waters  do  the  great  deep ;  when  no  man  shall  say  to  his  neighbour, 
know  ye  the  Lord,  but  all  will  know  Him  from  the  least  unto  the  greatest. 
To  prepare  the  way  for  that  great  day  of  knowledge,  the  Church  of  God  must 
be  restored  in  the  latter  days  ;  the  Saints  in  that  Church  must  be  filled  with 
righteousness  and  with  the  Holy  Ghost ;  the  miraculous  signs  and  Spiritual 
Gifts  must  be  restored  to  them  ;  and  they  must  increase  in  these  gifts  and 
powers,  more  and  more,  until  they  grow  up  from  babes  and  children  in  Christ 
to  be  perfect  men  in  the  kingdom.  And  when  they  have  been  sufficiently 
perfected  by  tliese  gifts,  and  the  wicked  have  all  been  destroyed  out  of  the 
earth— then  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  as  Joel  predicted,  will  be  poured  out  upon 
all  llesh  who  ai-e  counted  worthy  to  remain  ;  and  the  whole  earth,  in  that  day, 
will  be  inhabited  by  Prophets,  Seers,  and  Kevelators,  having  dreams,  visions, 
and  heavenly  powers  ;  communing  with  angels,  with  glorified  men.  with  God 
the  Father,  and  with  His  Son  Jesus  Christ ;  gazing,  by  visions,  upon  heaven, 
and  upon  the  heaven  of  heavens,  that  the  knowledge  of  kingdoms,  and  glori- 
fied worlds  may  be  multiplied  upon  them  till  they  shall  be  overwhelmed  with 
eternal  light  and  truth,  as  the  channels  of  the  mighty  deep  are  overwhelmed 
with  the  ocean  floods. 

»->.__ By  visions,  things  unlawful  to  be  uttered,  have  been  shown  to  man. 
Indeed,  things  which  were  unutterable  have  been  revealed  and  understood  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Some  might  suppose  that  things  which  could 
be  seen  and  understood  while  in  the  spirit,  could  be  uttered  or 
expressed  to  the  understanding  of  others ;  but  such  is  not  always 
the  case.  There  are  many  mysteries  which,  though  they  might  be 
well  understood  by  the  light  of  the  Spirit,  yet  could  not  be  comprehena^'d 
by  the  natural  mind  ;  lor  the  natural  man  cannot  know  the  thuigs  of  th» 
Bpirit :  they  are  only  to  be  spiritually  discerned.  Indeed  there  are  many 
caturaJ  things,  underetodd  by  the  learned  wbi«li  are  tuautterable  to  the  uu- 
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learnerl.  How  could  an  algebraical  problem  be  Tittered  or  expressed  to  the 
understanding  of  one  uuHcquaiuted  with  algebra  ?  How  could  the  intricate 
and  profound  problems,  solved  only  by  the  aid  of  fluxional  quantities,  be  ut- 
tered or  expressed  to  the  understanding  of  those  wholly  una'jqnainted  with 
the  higher  calculus?  It  may,  with  the  greatest  propriety,  be  said,  that  the 
deep  mysteries,  unfolded  by  the  powerful  aid  of  the  analytical  cali;iilus.  are  as 
inexpressible  to  the  unlearned,  as  the  profound  mysteries  of  heavenly  worlds, 
beheld  in  vision,  would  be  to  the  natural  man.  No  language  coiil^l  be  so 
framed  as  to  convey  to  him  an  underst:inding  of  what  a  spiritual  mia  could 
easily  coinprehend  by  vision.  To  see  naturally  is  a  great  gift ;  lnu  to  see 
spiritually  is  incomparably  greater  :  the  former  is  extremely  limiltd  iu  its 
field  of  vision  ;  the  latter  pierces  the  Universe. 

56. — Having,  in  this  chapter,  treated  upon  several  of  the  most  prominent 
Spiritual  Gills,  the  reader  will  be  able  to  clearly  discover  the  va^t  dill'-^rence 
between  the  religion  of  heaven,  as  revealed  in  the  Bible,  and  the  fal>e  re- 
ligions of  the  nineteenth  century.  He  will  perceive  that  the  Bible  religion 
of  the  ancients  differs  as  much  from  Protestant  and  Catholic  religions,  as 
heaven  differs  from  hell,  or  as  the  light  of  the  noonday  sun  ditTers  from  mid- 
night darkness. 

57. — Let  me  entreat  you,  dear  reader,  to  compare  ancient  religion  •with 
the  modern  religions  of  Christendom.  And  you  will  not  find  the  least  re- 
semblance in  power,  and  scarcely  any  in  form  :  the  former  is  as  much  supe- 
rior to  the  latter,  as  the  most  choice  delicious  food  is  to  husks  and  fhatf. 
Where  can  you  find  a  church  with  the  lea>t  Spiritual  Gift,  promised  in  the 
word  of  God  ?  Where  can  you  find  one  of  the  miraculous  signs  promised  to 
believers  ?  Where  can  you  find  the  Eevelator,  or  the  Projihet,  or  the  in- 
spired Translator,  or  the  Seer  with  his  Urim  and  Thummim  ?  Where  can 
you  find  the  mau  of  God  who,  by  the  power  «if  the  Holy  Ghost,  can  see  visions 
or  dream  dreams,  or  interpret  the  Scime  I'y  inspiration?  Where  are  your 
inspired  men,  your  speakers  with  unknown  tongues,  your  inspired  interpre- 
ters, your  discerners  of  spirits  or  beholders  of  angels,  your  elders  to  heal  the 
sick,  your  men  of  God  to  control  the  powers  of  nature?  Modern  Christianity 
auNwers,  NOWHERE  :  they  are  not  to  be  fmind  among  the  Catholic,  Greek, 
or  the  Protestant  churches.  All  are  ns  dead  in  regard  to  the  promised  Spiri- 
tual Gifts,  as  the  putrid  carcases,  moullcring  in  their  cemeteries. 

58. — Do  you  inquire,  dear  reader,  whether  there  is  a  Church  on  the  whole 
earth  who  believes  in,  and  prays  for,  and  et)i(^ys  ihese  great  Bible  blessings  ? 
We  humbly  reply,  Yes.  The  Church  of  Je>.us  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is 
such  a  Church,  and  the  only  Church  who  has  the  Bible  religion  witli  its 
forms,  its  ordinances,  its  commandments,  its  bipssings,  and  its  heavenly 
powers.  Do  you  desire,  with  all  your  heart,  to  enjoy  the  society  of  the  peo- 
ple of  God,  and  be  made  a  partaker  with  them  of  these  Spiritual  Gifts?  If 
you  do,  remember  that  there  is  no  way  only  for  you  to  obey,  with  an 
honest  heart,  the  Gospel,  as  clearly  set  forth  in  the  first  four  chapters  of  this 
series.  If  you  do  this,  you  shall  be  saved  ;  if  you  do  it  not.  you  cannot 
escape  damnation  ;  for  this  is  the  firm  decree  of  Him  who  cannot  lie. 
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